
12. Commenting Respectfully

This lesson introduces students to the art of commenting appropriately and respectfully online. This is 
an important skill for digital citizens because when we comment online, not only do those comments 
impact the author/creator of the post, they also contribute to our digital reputations. This activity lets 
students practice commenting offline, where they can hone their skills before taking them into a 
digital world that never forgets. 

Key Standards—Common Core ELA, 5th: W.5, W.5.2, W.5.2.a, W.5.2.b, W.5.2.d, W.5.4, SL.5, SL.5, SL.5.1.a, SL.5.1.b, SL.5.1.c, 
SL.5.1.d, SL.5.5, L.5, L.5.3.a, L.5.5.b. 6th: W.6, W.6.2, W.6.2.a, W.6.2.b, W.6.2.d, W.6.2.f, W.6.4, SL.6, SL.6.1, SL.6.1.a, 
SL.6.1.b, SL.6.1.c, L.6, L.6.1, L.6.1.d, L.6.1.d, L.6.1.e, L.6.6. ISTE: 1c, 2a, 2b, 6a, 6b, 6c, 6d. CASEL: 1d, 1e, 2d, 2f, 3a, 3b, 3d, 
4a, 4b, 4c, 5d, 5e, 5f.

Learning Objectives

Students will...
• Understand that online posts and comments 

contribute to one’s digital reputation.
• Learn how to comment respectfully. .
• Practice the art of respectful commenting.

Introducing The Lesson

Ask students if they have ever posted something online (or seen others post something). This could be a 
photo, meme, blog post, just about anything. Then ask: Have you ever commented on someone else’s 
post? Has anyone ever commented on something you have posted? Have you ever seen (or heard about) 
people posting comments that are hurtful, rude, inappropriate, or untrue? Explain that unfortunately this 
can, and does, happen online.

The Lesson

1. Remind students that the people and sites they follow (or will follow), the content they post, like or share, 
and the comments they make, all contribute to one’s digital reputation. As students will probably know, 
nearly every online activity allows us to comment or respond in some manner. So it is important for 
digital citizens to know how to do this respectfully and appropriately. 

2. Share the following guidelines (adapted from “The Art and Aspirations of a Commentator” by Karen 
McMillan). Discuss and have students record them.
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The Lesson, continued

 A respectful commenter:

• Treats others with respect.
• Seeks to understand before commenting.
• Celebrates another's accomplishments.
• Uses appropriate language.
• Comments positively, without criticism. If they disagree, they politely state their perspective.
• Asks questions with the hope of continuing a conversation and deepening thinking.
• Triple checks before submitting any comment and asks themselves: Would you be happy to 

have your mother read this? What about your teacher?

3. Activity. Ask students to think about something they are 
passionate about. This can be a favorite sport or hobby, or a 
topic that is of particular importance to them, like climate 
change or world hunger. Next, ask them to imagine something 
they might post about this topic. This could be an image, a 
video, a blog post, a meme, or just about anything. The point 
is the post should document their thoughts, ideas, or feelings 
about their passion. 

Next, make sure every student has a blank sheet of paper, or 
even better, a sheet of light card stock (8.5” x 11” or larger). 
Have them illustrate the post they just imagined (for example, 
if it is a video, they could draw the visuals that appear and 
describe them). Make sure your students take some time with 
this and try to make their posts visually pleasing. You can 
show them this example (in slides) of a student’s illustrated 
blog post. 

4. Here’s the fun part! Equip students with 3x3 “Post-It” notes. 
Have them use these to “post” comments to their classmates’ 
posts. Explain that you are going to distribute the completed 
posts, and give them approximately 5-10 minutes per post to 
look at, read, reflect, and comment (by affixing a Post-It to 
each blog post they read). Let your students comment on as 
many of their classmate’s posts as you have time to get 
through, reminding them to keep the guidelines you just 
discussed in mind. Read and respond to any previous 
comments.
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The Lesson, continued

Students should: 

• Do this silently. This is not an activity for discussion.
• Look at and read each post thoroughly.
• Read and respond to any previous comments.

5. Upon completion, spend some time reflecting on this activity. Ask students how they felt writing 
comments—was it easy, challenging, fun? Ask how this might influence or change their actual 
commenting online.

Goal

To help students learn how to comment appropriately and respectfully.

Resources:

Activity adapted from: “Learning To Blog Using Paper” from Notes From McTeach  (now defunct website).                                                                       
“The Art and  Aspirations of a Commentator” by Karen McMillan
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     A respectful commenter:

• Treats others with respect.

• Seeks to understand before commenting.

• Celebrates another's accomplishments.

• Uses appropriate language.

• Comments positively, without criticism. If they disagree, they 

politely state their perspective.

• Asks questions with the hope of continuing a conversation and 

deepening thinking.

• Triple checks before submitting any comment and asks themselves: 

Would you be happy to have your mother read this? What about 

your teacher?
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